
Martha’s Vineyard 
Ordnance

� Community Challenges
� Interim State Response

MassDEP, MassSP Bomb Squad, MassDCR, USACOE Bedford  and Eng. 
Support Group Huntsville AL, EPA, EOD Newport RI, T own of Edgartown, 

Trustees of the Reservation, TRC, VRHabilis

Anne Malewicz, MassDEP 
Tom Rancich, VRHabilis 





Chappaquiddick, Edgartown, MV
– Cape Poge, Little Neck

– Wasque Point
– South Beach



Little Neck
(former bombing range)

• Trustees of the Reservation 
• Remote location but has public access
• Clamming and other recreational use 

Safety education, posting, interim response



MK-23 on Little Neck



Wasque Point
• Currently not an Army Corps. Project 

• Public access by 4 wheel drive, recreational use
• Training, public awareness, and response



2007 Breach 

• ½ mile of beach breached 
• Change currents, removal and deposition 
• Increased impact to the community.



• Army Corps. of Engineers, Project required to be reopened. 
• Rocket motors found in the swimming area

• Popular beach, 10,000 visitors a year. 



Massachusetts Interim 
Assistance

• State Contracted an EOD specialist 
– Training (seasonal and full time staff) 
– Public Awareness

– Rapid Response 
– Surface Survey for ordnance 

– Proper storage until disposal  


